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In 1975, Museveni took FRONASA fighters to Montepuez

HOW ‘KAWEMPE BOY’
JOINED FRONASA IN
MOZAMBIQUE
FRONASA

BRIG. GEN. OKWIR
In the interview below, Brig. Gen. Bosco
Omure Okwir, who describes himself as
an encyclopedia of the Front for National
Salvation (FRONASA), narrates to David
Lumu how a stranger recruited him from
Kawempe, Kampala and embarked on an
unknown journey to join Yoweri Museveni’s
struggle against bad leadership.
What are your recollections of
the training in Mozambique?
Today, I am really happy for this
type of interview. I have been
waiting for it for the past 25 years.
It seems you people were not
interested in knowing where you
came from.
I was born in Uganda. I come from
Lango, Lira district in Erute South. I
am a farmer, married with children
and a clan head.
Currently, I am the co-ordinator of
Operation Wealth Creation (OWC).
I have been running special
duties under the Internal Security
Organisation (ISO) for 20 years. I
am also a member of the National
Resistance
Movement
(NRM)
National Executive Council (NEC)
and Historical Forum. I represent
FRONASA in NEC.
Before I take you through the
Mozambique training, I would like
to give you some history about
FRONASA. You must be wondering
why a man from Lango got mixed
up with other people from western
Uganda and found himself in
Mozambique.
To take you back, when President
Idi Amin took over the Government,
he became anti-people.

He killed people of Lango and
Acholi saying they were President
Milton Obote’s people.
At that time, some Ugandans left
the country because they realised that
Amin’s government was going to be
brutal. One of the people who left was
President Yoweri Museveni.
However, he came back to open a
training ground for freedom fighters
to fight the Amin government in
northern Uganda in a place called
Awere, present day Omoro district.
So, Museveni opened a FRONASA
training camp there, trained people
and got weapons from the Sudan
government. Museveni hid those
weapons in Amuru-Atiak.
At that time, he was training people
in northern Uganda, but Obote was
recruiting from the same area and
taking people to South Sudan. So,
information leaked and the
FRONASA camp in Awere was
attacked.
Many fighters were killed
and injured. That was as a result of
somebody from Acholi betraying
FRONASA. Some of the FRONASA
people were put on firing squad in
Gulu district by Amin.
People of Atiak who kept the
guns were also tortured, but they
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denied anything about the guns that
Museveni kept there. So, that was the
beginning of FRONASA training in
Uganda.
But, also other FRONASA people
who went with Museveni into exile
were also trained and were part of
the first attempted attacks on Amin’s
government together with Kikosi
Maalum and other brief case fighting
groups.
At the time, Museveni’s idea was a
guerrilla war, but the people of Kikosi
Maalum said no, adding that they
want to capture power tomorrow. They
wanted to fight a conventional war,
but Museveni told them that although
a conventional war is quick, it also
leaves a lot of causalities and in most
cases, those who launch conventional
wars don’t succeed.
Museveni was in favour of a slow
protracted war against Amin’s
government. However, it was agreed
that a conventional war should be
given a try. The Museveni group took

the western axis, while the Kikosi
Maalum took the Mutukula-Masaka
axis.
Some other people were to attack
through Lake Victoria and Tororo
through Kenya. The group that was
supposed to attack through Lake
Victoria was to attack Jinja. There was
also a group that was supposed to use
planes to attack Entebbe and capture
the airbase. However, the attack
became a disaster. Tororo people
never succeeded. Those ones who
were using the ship through Lake
Victoria never reached.
The ship capsized and over 200
soldiers drowned with their weapons.
Up to now that ship is still there in
Lake Victoria and nobody has ever
picked those dead bodies.
The Masaka group was also
defeated. The Mbarara group was
also defeated. So, those who survived
retreated. So many people were
lost from both FRONASA headed
by President Museveni and Kikosi

Maluum headed by Oyite Ojok. I was
not party to any.
How did you join FRONASA?
I was working in West Mengo
Growers in Kawempe when they
came to recruit me. I was an accounts
assistant. So, I landed on somebody
who was recruiting.
I personally was looking for any
group that wanted to fight Amin so
that I could join. So, I met somebody
in Kawempe and he told me that
there was recruitment and if I was
interested, he could take me. I said,
‘I was interested.’ Then, he told, I will
take you myself. You can imagine the
courage. I was just a small boy.
How old were you at the time?
I was 25. So, they gave me some
money, but I was cautioned that where
I was going, I was headed for a lonely
journey and that if I get arrested, I
should not mention anything about
the person who recruited me.

